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and attracted ambitious officers to their ranks.
The result was that several regiments, such as
the Guides and units of the Punjab Frontier
Force, were regarded as Corps d'Elite, while
the Madras Army sank to a very low standard.
This was intensified by the fact that the regi-
ments of the north were recruited from Sikhs,
Gurkhas, and Punjabi Mohammedans, while
those farther south came from the unwarlike
and despised races of Madras and Bombay. In
1895 an attempt had been made to avoid invidi-
ous distinctions by abolishing the Presidency
Armies and placing all the troops under
one Commander-in-Chief whose Headquarters
were at Simla during the hot weather and at
Calcutta in the winter months. Power Palmer
had in mind a proposal to replace Madras regi-
ments by hardier troops recruited in the north,
but like his other reforms it did not materialize.
Kitchener saw that this would add very
much to the fighting value of the army, and
therefore determined to bring it into force.
Fourteen of the old Madras regiments were
disbanded, to be replaced by Punjabis and
Gurkhas.
The new regiments were naturally unwilling
to inherit names which had been regarded with
contempt, and consequently it became neces-
sary to re-number and re-name the whole of the
Indian Army; as far as possible those titles
which had earned distinction were not changed.
In the end the alterations were accepted, but at
first they gave rise to some annoyance. Kit-
chener's idea had been to level up inferior regi-
ments to the standard of good ones; jealous